T2 PP MAT nJeaP: 7 ataP A 106P Vi

Tigray territory from history, politics, and logical perspective
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DA 1. PSP P9 LA 2° 7214 This map, dating from the 1570s, still takes Europe’s
devout wishes for geopolitical truth. It was produced in Antwerp by Ortelius, entitled A Description of
The Empire of Prester John, Also Known as the Abyssinian Empire
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a1 K000, A7L9C PAPLA:: Belgian political Geography scholar offers
compelling analysis why Amhara state claims over western Tigray are “spurious”
unsupported by colonial cartography and ethno-linguistic settlement patterns.
Unearthed evidence maps out Western Tigray Dispute, 13 May 2020 by Jan

Nyssen.
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A 3 Unearthed evidence maps out Western Tigray Dispute, Ethiopian insight (ethiopia-

insight.com)
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DA 4. P26 M1 (116 henllov} hicd-: The Institute of Development and
Education for Africa (IDEA)

T2 W07 941 P85 aomy O4G1 (ML.L7 M (AT a7e LOAT 1C:: AL
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N%TS NCH wA75 w840 PT MATIANE 77590 AaPI°m-T 1C:-

“Among all the kingdoms that the Emperor of Ethiopia possesses today one of the greatest and

most important is the Kingdom of Tygre. From north to south, that is from the limits of the

Amacens [+ ] to Enderta, it covers an area of from ninety to one hundred leagues; and
from east, which is beside Dancali [%4C], located at the entrance to the southern end of the

Red Sea, to the west, bounded by the Tacasse [+NhH ] River beside the Semen, it covers an area
of similar size, so that the kingdom has a nearly circular shape; unless we wish to extend it,

some maintain should be done, as far as Lamalmon mountain range [A,“9A. 9" t&-&]....

Degezmati (Dejazmach) Gelawdewos of Shire ruled over Wolkait and Seraye (now in Eritrea)
during the early 17™century. What this shows is that territorial polities sometimes could expand
and sometimes could shrink, and yet even when Ethiopia was divided among the regional lords
during the Era of Princes (1769-1855), one powerful prince by the name Ras Michael-Suhul, a
Tigrayan, ruled over Tigray and Gondar from his court at Gondar and not from Tigray. Almost
at the end of the Era of Princes, when Dejach Wubie ruled of Tigray, Tedla Hailu was appointed
as governor of Wolkait-Tsegede, and some local historians (depending on oral


http://hornaffairs.com/tg/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2016/03/Map-Tigrai-in-1624.gif?0c163b

tradition/history), stretch back to the reign of Emperor lyasu | (1682-1706), and tell us that
Degezmati (Dejazmach) Naizghi was governing over Wolkait from Addi Remets until he was

defeated in an ensuing skirmish by Dejazmach Mammo (Prof. Gelawdewos, 2016).
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Boarder of Tigray (1833)

The most important section of the empire is that which embraces the province of Tigre,
bounded, as Mr. Salt informs us, on the north by the Bekla, Boja, Taku C", and several wild
tribes of Shangalla; on the west by the mountains of Samen; and by the Denakil, Doba, and
Galla territories. On the western side of the provinces now described are Sire, Samen, Wogara,
which is sometimes called Wojjerat, Walkayt, and Waldubba. This last is occasionally extolled
as one of the granaries of Abyssinia. The humid vales of Sire produce numerous palms and a
variety of fruit-trees; enjoying, besides, all the beauty which arises from the vicinity of Tacazze,
whose banks are covered with the most luxuriant verdure. Nor is Samen, which when viewed
from a distance appears only as a series of mountain-chains, in any degree destitute of
agricultural wealth. On the contrary, the table-land of Amba Gedion, which has so steep an
ascent as to render it almost inaccessible, is said to be sufficient both in extent and fertility to
support many thousands. Generally, the high range of the Samen hills, stretching from
Waldubba to the south of Lasta, together with the line of the Tacazze, which flows in a north
easterly course along its base, sufficiently point out the natural boundary between Tigre and
Amhara (NUBIA AND ABYSSINIA page 74-75).

PANONLEe T 7P MAT:

Of these we shall have occasion to take some notice in the sequel; meantime we proceed to,
give a tabular view of the Abyssinian provinces, which will serve much better than the minutest
description to illustrate the distribution, the extent, and the relative position of the several parts

of that great empire.



I. AMEHARA,

1. Amhara Proper. [ 5. Begemder.
2. Dembea. 6. Angote.
3. Damot. ; 7. Walaka.
4. Gojam. | 8. Marrabet.
II. TIGRE,
1, Tigré Proper. 7. Avergalé.
2. Agame. 8. Samen.
3. Enderta. 9. Temben.
4. Wojjerat, or Wogara. 10. Siré, or Shiré
5. Wofila. I11. Walkayt.
6. Lasta. 12. Waldubba.
II. MIDRE BAHARNAGASH, OR DISTRICT OF THE PRINCE OF THE SEA.
1. Masuah. 6. Amphila.
2. Arkeeko. 7. Madir.
3. Weah. 8. Arena.
a., Zullo. 9. Duroro.
5. Tubbo. 10. Jarvela.
IV. INDEPENDENT STATES IN THE SOUTH.
1. Shoa. ] 7. Cambat.
2. Efat. [ 8. Hurrur.
3. Gooderoo. l 9. Gidm.
4. Enarea. 10. Adel.
5. Gurague. ‘ 11. Bali.
6. Kafia. 12. Dawaro.
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Measure the distance or area of a geometric shape on the ground

1,768.45 | Kilometers

114,001.28  Square Kilometers
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Measure the distance or area of a geometric shape on the ground

Perimeter: 807.21 Kilometers s
25,792.61 Square Kiometers > 2
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il | Measure the distance or area of a geometric shape on the ground

1,388.47 | Kiometers - |
85,377.80 | Square Kiometers =
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1. &/C a7 67%¢ Tigrai the Agony and the Ecstasy (2007) 0“7.4A
aphdFao- (116 35 Schwab P-10A®7 0hd. mPdo- (Schwab, Peter
(1979) Haile Selassie | Ethiopia’s Lion of Judah)- Tigrai had already lost
Welkait, Tsegede and all areas west of the Tekeze to Gondar in a new
decree, the Decree No.8 of 1942 (Schwab,1979), which defined the
provincial boundries. It also lost Agew Midir and Raya-Kobo to wollo in
1951 under the pretext of administrative and judicial efficiency.
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- | Measure the distance or area of a geometric shape on the ground

1,261.80 Kiometers

61,054.42 Square Kilometers
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Measure the distance or area of a geometric shape on the ground

980.57 IKiome!z(s x |
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OGNt RTIR N7 FACE ANLETF -9 1% ATRMS- £1987 /90 0T VNS
LAT $mé- avldB PALN:: PATHLY AMAN, VUOT FICTF 518 PG TFo- P LI°
N Po30P A7 MAVALTD M A%.0 DAN Aol 1T TACT 1196
NF aoCm 1194 DAN AT5mPan AT AT (1-¢h P00k T A0, 2T
V7 LT ART7RFo-5 NWATo & AA TINTI° 0L hT1e RALPT 0L hé-C
NALA A7LAPTa 19D LI PA::

A7l 8. PI°0LMN T2 ®lAHPTF 1987 9/9° eoHAl $mé ao-mT

olh PEI heavi. | AT | 0AP LT 01

v-a-9° 1PS 48,690 97,630 90,186 59,846
TACE 1526 | 41,999 87,012 87,099 45,532
ATICE T52¢ | 3,800 10,382 2,734 14,226
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A7l 9. PAMNN T2 VAT @lSPT 1987 %/9° VNN $mé @-mt:

[ YA &P hATa) AGA Key notes

UA9° 1PS 93,659 124,484 The Tigrians are mainly

TICE 1500 60,878 (64%). | 111,040 (89.2%), | c19aged in  smallholder
agriculture, spate irrigation

?\\‘i'l{ﬁ‘ 15.0¢ 31, 844 (33%) | 4,307 (3.46%) and dry season irrigation.
Settlements are mainly

Ao (Agaw Kamyr) 9,050 (7.27%) along roads and iron

AdeT roofed of the rural areas.
Amharicis frequently used
astrade language in

2,810 (3%) 87 (0.07%) towns.

g°¥kr. Central Statistical\Agency (CSA), 1987 E.C. (1994) national census report
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Measure the distance or area of a geometric shape on the ground

Perimeter: 1,768.45 | Kilometers

Area: 114,001.28  Square Kilometers

QCH 13, A9 ANLC PanPAN PA-94-6 PIH1- wnl’?

(Y AlT Wo-hT NC ToAdo- 314 P14 VT AL CTIACT 1598
VHOT AF ALY CAPNEY° ANLC VHOT 10422 277900 LV 1C P18,
VA €10 avhq:: AARLY VohT LCT7 Aavf9°00 A D790 L1 B9°C
POAP L P40 PRGC: AP /M7 L AP CAVT ACAY WI%09° PhGoY
NLC VHOTF (WohT AC FPéo A2 FI0: A7 1A VTo- he
OPAT NFEAPA:: AALY T10- 042G POAL LT VNN Wo-hT AC L6481
9°L.AN AT (AL DLANAN CT4m V71T Fo AT ALwS WL T oLt
A58 L4 CHRL1T Aovaop WGAHE ooNPATIT NEAPA:: ALY 10- 040G
POAP LA VN Novlde 100 RAPLTPE PNTo- 19NV T DCAT hus
Vet HCto- NA%0 ANO: QUG SC AT NT7RC oo’fla- AA &G oA P e T
mP ooppo- Po3C

V17 Ol RU7 LA P12 M1 007 AU7 PAm- hhAdA
FENP LHF aoOl PR ALY Ve TNl Adbaomar aoQi.C av( ot
PANLC AT R7R ATV PASSC HEM: QWAST CUNOT ANC ool 177L8:4°
ehan A7 V1070 Qb ooma+ ao04.Cl ao(dl oo G 9oL LNT4
AG hhéhe evr ANNO2T VNN @Az @L9° 9°Cm R7T2hAA TRCAA::
A700C A74.P00T AOA- RTLLNTA® PCAA::



Measure the distance or area of a geometric shape on the ground

Perimeter: 1,484.77 | Kilometers

Area: 53,035.79 ‘ Square Kilometers
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Measure the distance or area of a geometric shape on the ground

\ ¥ Perimeter: 2,092.40 | Kilometers N
(Dimai =

FEL 62,183.76 | Square Kilometers v
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Measure the distance or area of a geometric shape on the ground |

1,162.91 | Kilometers v |

B . 18,522.19 | Square Kilometers |
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Measure the distance or area of a geometric shape on the ground

1,008.80 | Kilometers

43,887.04 | Square Kiometers ¥
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